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Author Bio
Ahmed Lotfy Rashed was born
in Egypt and raised in Maryland.
In graduate school, he served as
Public Relations Officer for the
Muslim Students’ Association. It
was at this time that Ahmed
started talking about Islam at
various churches, temples, and
schools. He became known for
his informal and approachable
demeanor. His ability to break
down complex religious and
historical contexts for audiences
earned him high reviews.
Since coming to Boston in 2004,
Ahmed has been an active
volunteer at several mosques in
the Greater Boston Area. He has
been the head instructor for the
local Islam101 class since 2006,
and he has been a volunteer for
WhyIslam.org since 2009.
What Would a Muslim Say is
his first book of the series,
featuring interfaith conversations
from 2009 to 2011.

Ahmed Lotfy Rashed

Book Bio
Many books teach Islam,
preach it, criticize it, or
academically explain it. This
book is a compilation of actual
conversations: people asking
real questions and getting
straight answers about Islam.
I have been talking to different
kinds of people about Islam
since 2009. The conversations
in these books are real. Some
are curious, some are hostile,
some are academic, and some
are soul-searching.
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If you would like to learn
about Muslims and Islam, but
you prefer a conversational
approach
rather
than
a
didactic, academic approach,
then this book is for you.

TESTIMONIALS
“There's never been a more important
time for interfaith dialogue than now.”
Allister N. Thompson
Freelance Editor
“Loved this book! The format is new and
innovative, and the content is very informative.”
Lily Greer
The Faerie Review
“Reading What Would a Muslim Say felt like
taking a journey in the minds and hearts of people.”
Hoda Elsharkawi
Muslim Chaplain, MIT
✭✭✭✭✭ "An excellent book formatted as a conversation between people searching for
answers and one who lives and breathes Islam. This is a good book to assist those just
beginning their education on Islam. I was amazed that both people searching for answers, and
those attempting to debunk the religion were featured. Honest, intelligent answers were given
in either case. I would highly recommend this book to anyone searching for God." Suze
✭✭✭✭✭ "A must read for anyone who wants to know what Islam is really about and
wants answers to the tough questions being asked today, with topics from terrorism to
homosexuality. Ahmed Rashed patiently answers and explains each question in an informative
and easy to understand manner, with relevant and on point sources from the Qu'ran and
hadith. I look forward to reading more from this author.” Memona

Target Audience
WHO SHOULD READ
• Non-Muslims

who would like to know about
Muslims and Islam but prefer an informal,
conversational approach rather than a didactic,
academic approach.

• Muslims

who would like to know how to
answer questions beyond the basics.

• Educators and community leaders.

TOPICS COVERED
• How the Qur’an Informs a Muslim’s Faith
• Faith, Sex, and Marriage in Islam
• Jihad and Freedom in the Modern World
• Islamic Worship, Prayer, and Charity
• Salvation and Tolerance in Islam
• And much more!

Book Excerpt
Email #03: From: Ahmed Rashed
Sent: Sunday, September 13, 2009 2:54 p.m.
Hey Dustin,
As I mentioned before, we give a brief overview of the beliefs and practice of Islam. Then we
go into more details based on the questions you ask in the first email. We keep going deeper
and more detailed with each email exchange until you feel satisfied that you've learned
enough about Islam.
Beliefs: We are known as one of the three great Abrahamic faiths. Like Judaism and
Christianity, our religion was founded by a descendant of Abraham. We believe in Moses and
Jesus (peace be upon them) and the original Torah and Gospel as revealed to the Prophets. We
believe in the Ten Commandments. We believe in God, His angels, His scriptures and
prophets, the Day of Judgment and heaven and hell, and in God's Wise Decree and Measure,
and Man's free will. These are the basic articles of Islamic faith.
Some people think we have a different God because we use the Arabic language name for
God, "Allah." Whether we are Christians, Jews, or Muslims, we all pray to the same God. We
believe God sent a messenger to every nation with the same message: Believe in one God and
be good to each other. We are taught that Islam is just the final brick in the house that God has
built through his other prophets. One becomes a Muslim by declaring there is only one God
(thus, no one should play God) and Muhammad is his messenger.
Duties: A Muslim is required to pray five times a day, pay charity every year to help the
needy, fast during the month of Ramadan, and make the pilgrimage to Mecca if we are able.
This is a very brief overview. After you read this, reply with any questions you have, and we
can move forward from there.
May peace be with you,
Ahmed

Author & Book Photos
I appreciate requests for photographs for press use. Email and
let us know where you post your article so we can link to it.
-Thank you.
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Connect with
Ahmed L. Rashed
Email:
ahmed@WhatWouldAMuslimSay.net
Phone: 617-309-7038
Website: WhatWouldAMuslimSay.net

