
 

 

We met Winston in Volume 1 of What Would a Muslim Say? Winston 

asked many questions of a deep nature over the course eleven months. In 

this detailed, deep conversation, countless topics were introduced, delved 

into, with a profound and varied exchange, back and forth, and clarity 

gained.  

This conversation was one of the most full exchanges I have ever 

had doing the WhyIslam volunteer work. Due to the complex, intricate, 

and extended nature of our conversations, I have dedicated the entirety of 

Volume 2 to Winston. 

From this conversation, countless lessons, conversations, and 

topics were asked about, answers given, and understanding gained on 

both sides. Excellent questions were asked, and I had the opportunity to 

further the extent and depth of the research I did to answer the 

intriguing questions Winston came with and explored. 

Here, we continue where we left off from Volume 1 – the 

continuation of the conversation with Winston. 

 

 
Email #10 – From: Winston 
Sent: Monday, March 21, 2011 8:10am 
To: Ahmed Rashed 

 

Hello Ahmed, 

 

Thank you for responding to my previous questions. My 

intention was to read the entire Quran but that is not possible, at 

this time, because I do not know how to read classical Arabic. As 

you already know, when the Quran is translated into another 

language then it is no longer the Quran. The best I can do now is 

to read a decent translation and verify, with a Muslim who can 

read the Quran in classical Arabic, the basic meaning of the verses. 

Before I began this correspondence, I had assumed that the 

organization WhyIslam.com had volunteers who can actually read 

the Quran. If the organization did not then it would be like the 

blind leading the blind. 

Can you please help me to understand the following 
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verses in the Quran: 

(1) Regarding verse 2:275, you had mention in the previous 

email that interest is forbidden and the Stock Market is tainted 

with interest. If a soup contained one percent of pork then the 

entire soup is forbidden because the possibly of eating pork, 

which Allah has forbidden, would be so high that it is almost 

unavoidable. Based on this logic, a pious Muslim will have to do 

business only with a bank that does not charge interest nor earn a 

profit from it. Furthermore, he or she would have to reframe from 

investing in the stocks and other financial products. Are there any 

Halal financial institutions in North America? If there are none in 

North America then a pious Muslim would have to hide all his 

money in his home. 

(2) Regarding verses 3:37, 3:38, 3:39, and 3:40, was Maryam 

married to Zachariah or did Zachariah became Maryam’s step 

father who raised her? If the Prophets Yahya and ‘Isa (peace be 

upon them) are in the family of Imran then how are they related to 

each other? 

May peace be with you, 

Winston 

 
Email #11 – From: Ahmed Rashed 
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 5:10pm 
To: Winston  

 

In the Name of God, Most Gracious, Most Merciful: 

 

Hello Winston, 

Good to see you are making your way slowly thru the 

Quran. To proceed with your questions: 

 

1.  Islamic transaction law is complicated, so I will try to 

break it down for you.  Investing and profit-sharing is permissible 

and encouraged.  Many Muslims do this sort of thing with each 

other if they know that the business onwer X is a good observant 

Muslim who does not pay or receive interest in the course of 
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running their business.  So good Muslims would invest money 

with X, and when X does his accounts at the end of the term, he 

divides his profits into the shares of those who gave him capital 

(just like stock shares and dividend returns). 

Now lets say business owner Y is not a good observant 

Muslim (or not a Muslim at all), and he pays/gets interest all over 

the place.  It is NOT permissible to invest or profit-share with Y 

because any return would be tainted with interest.  However, it is 

perfectly OK to buy whatever product or sevice Y sells so long as 

that product or service is permissible. 

This is the example of modern interest-based banks.  Good 

Muslims would obviously prefer a bank based on Islamic 

principles, but these are few and far between.  Therefore, they will 

use a conventional bank only for their checking accounts.  The 

checking account must be non-interest bearing, of course, but that 

is the only requirement for the good Muslim to open an account 

with a clear conscience.  The fact that the bank makes its money 

off of loans is irrelavent.  The sin is on the bank, not on the 

checking account holder. 

For example, a 7-11 Store sells many products, some of 

which are not permissible for a good Muslim to buy (like tobacco, 

alcohol, or lottery tickets), and some of the products are 

permissible for a good Muslim to buy (like candy, soda, and milk).  

Just because a company sells some forbidden products does not 

mean that I cannot buy permissible products from them.  

Furthermore, imagine a company that sells nothing but 

permissible products, but its finances are filled with interest.  I can 

buy whatever I want from them, but I CANNOT invest in that 

company. 

So as I said before, it is not the stock market that is tainted 

with interest... it is the businesses that are in the stock market that 

are tainted.  There IS in fact a Dow Jones Islamic Market Index 

(see http://www.djindexes.com/islamicmarket/) so some Muslims 

invest in these.  However, many do NOT invest in these because 

they use the analogy of tainted water to allow some stocks to be 

traded in.  The website gives more detail but basically, in Islamic 
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